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Buddy is a 4.5 year old, black and tan miniature daschund who began his agility career about 3 years ago.  In fall 2007, Buddy injured a disk in his back and had to have back surgery and is now “retired.”  All of you who know Buddy, know it was a struggle to get a hunting dog (yes, he may be small, but he still has a great nose) that is very independent and stubborn to do agility.  After all our struggles, Buddy seemed to “get it” during the winter of 2007 in one of Nancy Creel’s sessions.  From then on, he just seemed to thrive on agility.  I think I was especially proud of his independent weaves—his first NADAC Chances Q came when the distance challenge was weaves.  I almost stopped in the middle of the course when he completed those!!!  Buddy has come back well from his surgery and is walking well with just an occasional wobble in the back end, which we hope will improve with time.  He still wants to do agility and physically he will be able to do all the obstacles, but he has “doxie” back disease and we just cannot risk another injury doing something where his back flexes a lot or gets hammered from jumping.  Since Buddy is now a “working dog” we are going to have to find something for him to do.  We are thinking about rally obedience and you may even see him again in NADAC’s tunnelers or hoopers courses!

Buddy

NADAC: O-NAC, NCC, TG-N

AKC: NAP, NJP

